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AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

This Amendment is responsive to the Restriction Requirement of March 7, 2003. 
In the Claims; 

. ' Please cancel Claim 6, without prejudice to the filing of a divisional application. 

REMARKS 

In response to the Restriction Requirement of March 7, 2003, Apphcants hereby elect 
Livention m, corresponding to Claims 1 -5 and 7, drawn to a symmetric cyanine of formula (I) 
where X is C(CH3)2. Applicants also elect without traverse the following species: 

A) R, is (CH2)nS03-; 

B) R2 and R3 are a sulfonic moiety; and 

O 


C) Qis 

Applicants believe that such species election will not cause an undue searching burden 


for the Examiner. 
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